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NEWS UPDATES 

 
 

 
Monday, September 30, 2012 

 
Terrell Thornton

"We are very pleased with the verdict in the Thornton case because it represents the excellent 
work of this office, firefighters and arson investigators. The current lack of arson investigators 
continues to increase the time it takes for them to work up a case and bring us a warrant.  A good 
investigation is crucial to our success in court," said Prosecutor Worthy.  

 - Defendant charged in connection with a Detroit apartment complex fire located 
on 4160 Springle that occurred on August 9, 2011.  Many residents were trapped in the burning 
building and were forced to jump out of windows to save themselves.  Thornton was found guilty 
this morning of Attempted Murder and Arson of a Dwelling.  

 
"Quite frankly, with the current budget allocation I have been given, this office will not be able to 
maintain an arson unit. The Thornton case shows why this unit is needed. These cases are 
complex and time consuming. It would be a disservice to the public and a danger to the community 
if we lost this important unit."  
Thornton will be sentenced on October 16, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. by Judge Timothy Kenny. 

 

-more- 
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Wednesday, October 3, 2012 

Barricaded Gun Man Charged 
 
 
Prosecutor Kym L. Worthy has charged John Joseph Christner, 40, of Lincoln Park, in connection 
with the September 30, 2012 incident that occurred at 3:05 a.m., where he barricaded himself in 
his home located in the 1500 block of Cleophus in Lincoln Park.  Police were dispatched to the 
home on a report of domestic violence where Christner allegedly assaulted his wife and his son.   
 
Christner, who was armed with long gun, refused surrender himself to the police. A SWAT team 
was dispatched to the house for hours until the defendant agreed to surrender himself at 
approximately 10:30 p.m. on September 30, 2012.   
 
Christner has been charged with three counts of Assault with Intent to Murder, four counts of 
Felonious Assault, one count of Carrying a Dangerous Weapon with Unlawful Intent, Felony 
Firearm and Aggravated Domestic Violence. 
 
He is expected to be arraigned this afternoon in 25th District Court in Lincoln Park. 
 

##### 
 
Alandre Boone

 

 - Charged in connection with the homicide of 84-year-old security guard Joseph 
Lewis, Jr.  Today Boone was sentenced to 15 to 30 years and 2 years for Felony Firearm before 
Judge Michael Callahan. 

 
 

 
Thursday, October 4, 2012 

 
Joseph Gentz

 

 - Charged in the homicide of Jane Bashara.  Today his preliminary examination was 
waived and he was bound over to the Wayne County 3rd Circuit Court Criminal Division for the 
arraignment on the information on October 11, 2012, at 9:00 a.m.  No judge has been assigned to 
the case at this time. 
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