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NEWS UPDATES 

 
 

 
Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

Jacqueline Lewis

 

 – Defendant charged in connection with the fatal shooting of her husband, the 
non-fatal shooting of her daughter, and aiming a gun at her son.  Today Lewis was sentenced to 
100 months to 15 years on the Manslaughter, six to ten years on two counts of Assault with Intent 
to Do Great Bodily Harm, and two years consecutive for Felony Firearm. 

William Melendez

 

 - Former Inkster officer on trial in connection with the assault on Floyd Dent.  
The closing arguments will begin tomorrow at 9:30 a.m. before Judge Vonda Evans.  

 

 
Thursday, November 19, 2015 

William Melendez

 

 - Former Inkster officer on trial in connection with the assault on Floyd Dent.  
After a 12 day jury trial before Judge Vonda Evans, today the jury came back with a verdict of 
guilty of Misconduct in Office (five year maximum penalty) and guilty of  Assault with Intent to Do 
Great Bodily Harm Less than Murder (10 year maximum penalty).  He was found not guilty of 
Assault by Strangulation (10 year maximum penalty). The defendant was remanded to jail and will 
have his sentence hearing on December 3, 2015. See the press release attached which 
includes a statement from Prosecutor Worthy. No further comment will be made until after 
the sentence hearing. 
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Christopher Head

 

 – Defendant charged in connection with the fatal shooting death of his nine-year-
old son. The incident occurred while the child was under the care, custody or control of the 
defendant. The probable cause conference held by Judge Shannon Holmes. She lowered the 
defendant’s bond to $50,000 - 10% with GPS tether and no contact with minors. The preliminary 
examination is scheduled for December 1, 2015  at 1:30 p.m.   

 
Charles Bothuell IV

 

 – His Final Conference date has been changed at the request of the defense 
in the case.  It will now be held on December 11, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. before Judge Van Houten.  
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Former Inkster Officer Melendez Convicted in Beating Case 
 

 

 
Facts 

On January 28, 2015 at approximately 9:45 p.m., former Inkster Officer William Melendez was on 
duty, driving a fully marked patrol car with another officer.  Melendez pulled over and arrested 
Floyd Dent, 57, of Detroit, at a location near South River Drive and Inkster Road for possessing 
cocaine and resisting arrest. It is alleged that, during the arrest, Melendez physically assaulted 
Dent, causing severe injuries that required admission to a local hospital for treatment of his 
injuries.  On January 30, 2015, Dent was charged with Possession of Cocaine and Resisting and 
Obstructing the Police.  The preliminary examination was held on March 18, 2015 before 22nd 
District Court Judge Sabrina Johnson; Dent was bound over on the Possession of Cocaine charge 
and the Resisting and Obstructing charge was dismissed. 
 

 
Investigation 

On March 23, 2015, the matter was referred to the Michigan State Police (MSP), who conducted 
an investigation into the matter.  When the MSP investigation concluded, it was turned over to the 
Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office and a separate and independent investigation was conducted. 
WCPO reviewed police and televised video footage leading up to the arrest and assault of Dent, 
witness statements, police documents, radio and dispatch recordings, photographs of Dent’s 
injuries, statements made by Dent and interviews of officers who responded to the scene where 
Dent was arrested. 
 

-more- 
 
 
 

mailto:mmiller@waynecounty.com�


 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Charging Decision 

After a thorough review of the facts, the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office determined that in the 
best interests of justice, the Possession of Cocaine case against Floyd Dent will be dismissed.  
 
On April 20, 2015 Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office charged William Melendez, with Misconduct 
in Office (Five year maximum penalty) and Assault with Intent to Do Great Bodily Harm Less than 
Murder (10 year maximum penalty) and Assault by Strangulation (10 year maximum penalty). 
 

 
Jury Trial Verdict  

After a 12 day jury trial before Judge Vonda Evans, today the jury came back with a verdict of 
guilty on Misconduct in Office (Five year maximum penalty), and guilty of Assault with Intent to Do 
Great Bodily Harm Less than Murder (10 year maximum penalty).  He was found not guilty of 
Assault by Strangulation (10 year maximum penalty). The defendant was remanded to jail and will 
have his sentence hearing on December 3, 2015. 
 
 
Prosecutor Worthy said, “Public confidence in law enforcement is eroded  when police officers 
abuse citizens. The jury’s verdict in this case is important because it shows that police brutality 
cannot and will not be tolerated.”   
 
 
 

# # # # 
 

 
  

 
  
 


	2015_November_15_-_21_News_Updates.pdf
	KYM L. WORTHY
	 PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
	For Immediate Release


	2015_November_19_-_Former_Inkster_Officer_Melendez_Convicted_in_Beating_Case
	KYM L. WORTHY
	 PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
	For Immediate Release



